
1 | P a g e  

NEWS 
RELEASE 

 

PRESS OFFICE 
Release Date: September 19, 2018  Contact: Shannon.Giles@sba.gov  
Release Number: 18-56  Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Blogs & Instagram 
 

SBA Announces FY 2018 State Trade Expansion Program 
(STEP) Awards 

SBA Awards $18 Million to Expand Small Business Exporting 
 

WASHINGTON – The U.S. Small Business Administration announced that $18 million in 
funding has been awarded to 47 State international trade agencies through SBA’s competitive 
State Trade Expansion Program (STEP), to support export growth among U.S. small 
businesses. 
 

STEP is designed to meet three distinctive goals: to increase the number of small businesses 
that export, to increase the value of exports for small businesses, and to increase the number of 
small businesses that explore significant new trade opportunities.  Expanding the base of small 
business exporters and making the process as easy as possible is a key component of the 
Administration’s small business strategy.  
 

“The SBA is committed to ensuring equal access for small businesses to international markets 
and expanding export opportunities, and ensuring small businesses have the resources they 
need to drive their businesses and local communities forward,” said SBA Administrator Linda 
McMahon.  “The STEP awards are an important resource that provide small businesses with the 
confidence and funding they need to thrive in this competitive international market.” 
 

Since the beginning of the STEP program seven years ago, approximately $138 million in 
grants have been awarded to fund export opportunities and increase the footprint of small 
businesses in countries all over the world.   
 

The 2018 STEP awards will allow states to assist small businesses with the information and 
tools they need to succeed in export-related activities that are in line with the objectives of the 
program. These objectives include participation in foreign trade missions, foreign market sales 
trips, services provided by the U.S. Department of Commerce, as well as design of international 
marketing campaigns, export trade show exhibits, training workshops and more.  
 

STEP awards are managed and provided at the local level by state government organizations. 
The program is managed at the national level by the U.S. Small Business Administration’s 
Office of International Trade.  
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### 
 
 
About the U.S. Small Business Administration 
The U.S. Small Business Administration makes the American dream of business ownership a 
reality.  As the only go-to resource and voice for small businesses backed by the strength of the 
federal government, the SBA empowers entrepreneurs and small business owners with the 
resources and support they need to start, grow or expand their businesses, or recover from a 
declared disaster. 
It delivers services through an extensive network of SBA field offices and partnerships with 
public and private organizations. To learn more, visit www.sba.gov. 


